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All The 

Light 
You Can

See
By Susan Kehoe, Ph.D.

M
any people enter the 
Rugby Grill in the 
Townsend Hotel in 
Birmingham and admire 

the striking glass sculpture outside its 
door. Th is sculpture is the creation of 
Michigan artist April Wagner. 

Wagner started working with glass 
almost accidentally when she was a 
second-year student at the Center for 
Creative Studies (CCS). Th e ceramics 
class didn’t fi t into her schedule so she 
substituted a glassblowing class in that 
time slot. She found a skill that turned 
into a lifelong artistic career. 

Her studio is on Orchard Lake 
Road in Pontiac, just east of Tele-
graph. Th e same Seattle company that 
built glassblowing studios for Chihuly , 
Steuben and the Corning Museum of 
Glass built her Epiphany Glass studio. 
Visiting this 4,000-square-foot space, 
it is evident that Wagner makes large 
lavish sculptures using enormous 
equipment. Her 800-pound tank 
furnace, which runs at 2,000 degrees, 
creates a high-quality glass, and the 
52- by 41-inch reheating chamber 
allows her to sculpt each one-of-a-
kind piece. 

In 2007, Wagner was seriously in-
jured when struck by a car while riding 
her bike. With a closed head injury 
and several broken bones, she was told 
she was lucky to be alive and might 
not be able to continue blowing glass. 
But, aft er a year of hard, persistent 
therapy, she returned to the studio 
and gradually regained her strength. 
She experienced a shift  in focus aft er 

the accident; she wanted to devote her 
time to creating large-scale sculptures 
that would be viewed in public spaces 
and as well as commissions for residen-
tial clients.  

 “With that change, I realized I had 
to give up control of ‘everything’ and 
devote myself to individual pieces.”

She hired experienced glassblowers 

to continue her Epiphany line and 
launched a line of paper weights and 
decorations under $100.

She recently fi nished a work for St. 
Joseph Hospital and has commercial 
installations in many states. 

“When homeowners commission 
an artwork, I think communicating 
with them is the most important 
thing,” she said. “I want people to be 
personally involved with the art and 
love it, not give them something I 
think they should have. Sometimes 
I show them the proposed piece and 
they say, ‘It’s just what I wanted, al-
though I didn’t know what I wanted!’”

Wagner begins with a visit to the 
home to get a feel for the client’s 
visual goals. She asks for their ideas, 

colors, function and purpose. Th en 
she photographs the room and adds 
the design into the image for approval. 
Practical aspects like budget, timelines, 
engineering challenges and lighting 
conditions are also taken into account. 

“We work within a budget so there 
are no surprises,” she said. “Th e ship-
ping, electrician’s wiring, repainting 
the ceiling, anything involved with the 
creation is quoted up front.

“If someone is interested in a piece 
of artwork, having it custom-designed 
is not necessarily more expensive,” she 
continued. “It’s meaningful to have 
the experience with the artist. Th at 
is what gives the artwork a story, a 
history and makes it a treasure.”

Wagner is a person who gives back. 
Every year, she works with a nonprofi t 
to produce a special piece with pro-
ceeds to benefi t the organization. 

Her alma mater, CCS, is another 
recipient of her gift s. For a recent auc-
tion, she contributed a catered dinner 
at her studio. It sold for $15,000 — 
twice. Among her numerous awards, 
she was selected for Crain’s 40 under 
40 and won the Collector’s Award at 
the Coconut Grove Art Festival in 
Miami.

“Working with glass is immediate 
and responsive,” she said. “It has an 
organic quality in the way it curves 
and fl ows, but it always surprises you. 
It’s like social interaction.” NS

Wagner sees clients by appointment only: 
info@epiphanyglass.com. (248) 745-3786. 
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Leau de Vie, a chandelier designed for the Inn of Harbor Shores in St. Joseph, Mich.

April Wagner working in her Epiphany Glass studio in Pontiac. She has been blowing glass for 
more than 20 years. She says “glass is liquid caught in time and space.” Above: One of her 
free-standing sculptures, 3 Stars Up.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these Walsworth settings to create high-quality press ready PDF files. These settings ensure colors and overprints are maintained as you have designed while optimizing image handling.)
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 9
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


